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word, but presume that, owing to the absence of the mem.
brana, the seed worked its way through the Eustachian tube.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
March 22nd, 1884. W. H. BURTON, M.D., L.R.C.P.L., &c.

THE ROGERS TESTIMONIAL.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Will you kindly insert the enclosed last list of sub-
scriptions in this week’s LANCET. I should also be glad to
be allowed to ask all subscribers who have not yet sent in
their promised donations to do so at their earliest con-
venience, and oblige, yours truly,

J. WICKHAM BARNES.
Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association, 3, Bolt-court,

Fleet-street, London, April 1st, 1884.
Dr. Danford Thomas, Coroner for Central Middlesex,

;S1 1 1s. ; G. Terry, Esq., Mells, &pound; 1 ls. ; Dr. Hawksley,
Grosvenor-street, 91 1 is. ; Dr. G. Barneq, Ewell, 1Os. 6d.;
Thos. Davies, Esq., Colvyn Bay, 5s.; A Pauper, 2s.

CANADA.

(From a Correspondent.)

NEARLY two years ago a Board of Health was established

by the Legislature of the province of Ontario. This board
has been actively engaged in sanitary matters ever since.
Much good has already come from its labours. Powers are

given to the board to interfere as may be deemed best in cases
of contagious diseases, and to prohibit the intercourse
between the sick and the well. Several matters of import-
ance have been somewhat fully investigated, such as the
cause of malaria in some parts of the province, and the
means of remedying the evil. Ventilation has also been a
stirring question. It is to be hoped that the board will be
able to induce the Government to appoint inspectors of
plumbing and house-building, with the view of having thehouses constructed in a thoroughly sanitary and comfortable
manner. In a comparatively new country like this, with
rapidly growing cities, it is of the first importance that the
health question should receive due attention at an early date.

MEDICAL EDUCATION.

There has been a great improvement in this direction
within the last few years, a longer period of study and a
more extensive curriculum being required. Very much
more attention is now being paid to practical and clinical
teaching than formerly. This is certainly a move in the
right direction, and can bear further improvement. The
principal centres of medical education in Canada are
Toronto, Kingston, Montreal, and Quebec. A medical
school was started in London two years ago.. Two medical
schools were organised in the summer of 1883 for females,
one in Toronto and one in Kingston. Where or when this
effeminate fever may end it is hard to say; and ere long
there may be as many medical schools for the fair sex as there
are now for males. Although clinical teaching has received
considerable attention lately, it is not by any means what
it ought to be; and there are more complaints among the
students on this point than on any other. One of the
principal causes for this lies in the fact that the hospitals
are not particularly well adapted for clinical purposes. The
didactic work in the various colleges is done with much spirit
and ability, and compares well with that of other countries.

PRELIMINARY EDUCATION.

The Board of Governors of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, which is the provincial board for Quebec, recently
appointed a committee to ascertain the cause why so many
candidates were rejected at the entrance examination. After
fully discussing the question with representative gentlemen
of other colleges, it was agreed that the examination was
not too exacting, but that the fault lay with the candidates
themselves in not being better prepared.

THE VISIT OF BRITISH SCIENTISTS.

It is expected that a goodly number of scientific gentlemen
from Great Britain will visit Montreal this summer to be
present at the meeting of the Association for the Advance-

ment of Science. The Canada Medical Association meets
in Montreal a few days before the Science Association,
and it is hoped that the medical men who have promised
to cross the Atlantic will be present at both gatherings.

QUACKERY.
There is a good deal of quackery in medical matters in

this country. It is hard to say what ought to be done. In
the fiist place, patents should not be granted. There is no
doubt that the country can do without these nostrums.
It can hardly be regarded as justifiable for a government to
make revenue from the duty imposed upon the importation
of patent medicines. It would be well, in the next place, to
compel every person who makes and sells a proprietory
medicine to print in plain language on the wrappers the
exact composition of the mixture. All qualified practi.
tioners who engage in any fraudulent and unprofessional
mode of using their privileges should at once be disqualified.

CHOLERA IN BOMBAY.

(From a Correspondent.)

THE causation of cholera in Bombay may now be reduced,
so far as its origin is concerned, to one of four agencies-viz,,
air, constitutional causes, impure or imperfect food (especially
fish), and well-water. Dr. Weir, the health officer of
Bombay, attributes the outbreaks of the disease to atmo.
spheric waves, of a specific or magnetic nature, acting on
susceptible elements and conveyed hither and thither in some
way that up to the present has not been traced. It requires
suitable conditions for those electric or specific influences to
act. In some instances the influence acts on fertile soils-
that is, on constitutions capable of being affected; in others
they are like seed thrown on rocks. The susceptible soil
vivifies the poison; the rocky ground is insusceptible. Fertile
soil for cholera germs can hardly be regarded as a product
of fear, notwithstanding Surgeon-General Hunter’s state-
ment. A doctor’s first cholera case is to him the same as a
recruit’s first battle. Fear has, however, for the first time
in the annals of English history won spurs, and it will be
curious to see how the newly made knight will break a
lance with Dr. Koch. Fish, at certain seasons of the year,
are regarded by the people of Bombay as producers of
intestinal disease, sometimes diarrhoea, sometimes entozoa.
Cholera as an epidemic prevails when a race has sprung
up capable of receiving the virus from this fish source, and
it would be interesting to know if diarrhoea induced by fish
in previous years acts as a protective against cholera.

Dr. Fischer, one of Dr. Koch’s colleagues, at a meeting in
Calcutta stated that wells adjacent to houses where cholera
prevailed contained micro-organisms similar to those found
in the bowels of persons who died from cholera in Egypt.
Micro-organisms as described by Dr. Fischer are constantly
changing, and it is hard to believe that their shape in the
human body will be identical with their appearance in water.
At this meeting grafts of air-germs were shown on sections
of potatoes, which had been prepared in accordance with
Dr. Koch’s system prior to their being exposed to atmo-
spheric influence. Fungi, resembling those obtained by Dr.
Koch in his way, can be got by exposing sections of potatoes
without any chemical preparation. Notwithstanding the
endeavours of Dr. Koch and others to trace the cause of
cholera, it still remains a will-o’-the wisp. The first cause
is yet to be found, the mode of its conveyance has still to be
tracked ; then the antidote may be found if the German
band have not been showing the Calcutta medical men a
few sleight-of-hand tricks and all the time having a laugh
in their sleeves with the bit they have kept there. The
elaborate meteorological tables in Surgeon-General Hunter’s
Commercial, No. 38 (1883), at first sight seem to support
Dr. Weir’s ideas, but on investigation will be found to be
useless for that purpose. They are indeed of but little value
as far as they relate to the origin of cholera.

THE proposal recently made by Dr. Douglas for
the establishment of a permanent hospital for Newbury and
the district around is assuming a definite and satisfactory
form, the Provisional Committee having already received
promises to the extent of about &pound; 2000 in furtherance of the
project.


